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Our best minds. Our best science. Our best hope.





Background on HIV Vaccine Awareness Day

May 18th is National HIV Vaccine Awareness Day; a day dedicated to thank the thousands of study volunteers, scientists, and health professionals involved in HIV vaccine research and to raise awareness about the hope and promise that a vaccine to prevent HIV infection offers.  Six years ago, on May 18th, the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), recognized the first annual National HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  Since then, much progress has occurred.

In 2000, NIAID’s Division of AIDS launched the HIV Vaccine Communications Campaign, a national effort to create a supportive environment for HIV preventive vaccine research in the United States.  This campaign is a multi-year effort to: (1) increase awareness of the urgent need for an HIV vaccine in communities most affected by HIV/AIDS; (2) create an environment that fosters current and future vaccine trial volunteers; and (3) improve the public’s perceptions and attitudes toward vaccine research.

HIV Vaccine Awareness Day 2003

In communities across the country, people are recognizing thousands of study volunteers, researchers, and health professionals, who are working together to make the vision of a vaccine to prevent HIV infection a reality.  

This year, for the first time, the day will be commemorated with a twist on a familiar symbol of AIDS awareness.  Organizers are asking people to recognize the promise of HIV vaccine research by wearing a red AIDS ribbon upside-down on May 18th, HIV Vaccine Awareness Day, to form a “V,” for “vaccines,” the vision of a world without AIDS, and the urgent need to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS.  By wearing it, individuals express their belief in HIV research and everyone involved in it.  
2003 Activities

This year, more than 100 key organizational partners, including national and community-based HIV/AIDS organizations, and others with a keen interest in and commitment to HIV vaccine research, are recognizing HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  These organizations will help disseminate materials to their constituents as well as promote HIV Vaccine Awareness Day through events hosted on or around May 18th.  In addition, the HIV Vaccine Trials Network is holding events around the world to promote HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  Individual trial sites are hosting such events as health fairs, open houses, breakfast or brunches with speakers and volunteer recognition events.  Because May 18th falls on a Sunday this year, the HIV Vaccine Communications Campaign has made a special effort to engage a network of faith-based organizations to participate in HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  Organizers anticipate over 350 churches and synagogues of varying denominations will be participating.  
In addition, a nationwide media outreach effort is underway to raise awareness of HIV Vaccine Awareness Day and to encourage people to wear their AIDS ribbons upside down.  This media outreach consists of print ads in English and Spanish.  The ads will run in approximately fifteen different cities including, Atlanta, Baltimore, Birmingham, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami (including Ft. Lauderdale), Nashville, New York, Providence, Rochester, San Antonio, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle, St. Louis, and Washington, DC (including Fairfax, VA) and will target those communities most affected by the disease including, African Americans, Latinos and Men who have Sex with Men (MSM).  

Print ads will run in key community publications within the African-American, Latino and gay communities including the Atlanta Inquirer, Southern Voice, Afro-American, El Tiempo Latino, Gay Life, New Crusader, La Raza, Chicago Press, Windy City Times, Herald Dispatch, Frontiers, and La Vibra. 

The radio ad will be placed on key radio stations within the African American and Latino communities including WMMJ-FM and WBZS-FM (Washington, DC), KKBT-FM and KLVE-FM (Los Angeles), and WHQT-FM and WAMR-FM (Miami).  
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